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SENATOR REMMERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
I rise to oppose the amendment and I also want to make a few
comments in favor of the b il l a nd t hen I d on ' t i ntend t o
speak again. I oppose the amendment. I want t o r em i n d a l l
of us that we have a representative form of government in
this country. We can't run to the general public every time
we have an issue that we don't want to face ourselves. It
is not that I don't have confidence in t he i n t e l l i ge nc e o f
the...wisdom of the constituents, but t h ey a re no t ,
generally not weil informed in on the details of the issue.
They are not on the front line and I don't t hink we shou l d
r efer i s s u e s b ack t o them. I think that is what w e ar e
elected for to do. The local boards of the tech colleges
were elected for that. Whether i t i s t he c ou n t y o f f i ci a l s ,
the county commissioners are elected to make the decisions
and if we are going to run to the constituents every time we
have a difficult question, we gust as well forget about
representative government. So I oppose the amendment to put
it back to the people. I have no doubt in my mind that
probably in most cases the people would vote to probably
restrict the expenditure. I t h i n k i f t h ey cou l d we i g h al l
t he i s s ues , c o u l d b e where we a r e , we can look at them from
every angle, I think they would support the increase. We
find that we do have bond levies and other things that are
a pproved by t h e p e op l e . They don't always necessarily turn
them down but I think that we should l e a v e t h e d e c i si o n w i t h
the elected boards. If they don't like the elected boards,
don't like what is going on, they can elect different
people. In regard to the system itself, we talk about maybe
being more efficient if we close some of those smaller
institutions outstate and, yes, the state might save some
money, but I think we forget that the cost will be made up
by those people that we serve, now especially those people
that take the benefits of the tech colleges. M any of t h o s e ,
it would be unable for them to go to a centralized college
or university. Since they are not too far from these tech
colleges, they can hold a job . Th ey c an g o m a y be a few
hours du r i n g t h e d ay o r for night classes and we need to
retrain those people for jobs that they can no longer find.
The farm population, the farm situation is t ough r i g h t no w
and there is going to be a lct of farmers quit the farm, and
they are going to h ave to f ind ne w j ob s, and the t ech
c ol leges ca n add r e s s t h o s e better than anybody else. So
even though in some of these cases by consolidating these
institutions, the state might s av e s ome money, bu t i t wi l l
be at the expense of those people out there who really need
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